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Synopsis

Monks back in medieval times found ways to speed up learning chant by replacing one of the black
four lines of the music staff with one drawn in green or red ink. This medieval problem-solver
eliminated something that was the "Where’s Waldo?" of the times, as monks and nuns struggled to
find and remember what line DO or FA was on. Drawing the line in green or red made it obvious.
Hundreds of years later while creating a coloring book to track chant, this information caused a
candle to light above our heads. (we were thinking Medieval so there were no light bulbs to light)
Why not help children and adults learn to read chant by having them color the DO or FA line and the
notes on that line as well? So here you have it. We have the original scribes to thank for this! How
this works: The staff, clefs, notes and more about chant are presented in an innovative manner that
builds on the fact that at one time the Gregorian Chant music staff of four lines was drawn using
green ink for DO and red ink for FA. Expanding this idea to include clefs and notes, while coloring
students of chant learn how to read and sing chant with the half-steps of the chant scales firmly
visualized, making the transition to reading chant from books printed in black ink very easy. All the
books by Basic Chant use very large notes for chant since this was how they were created and
used by singers for hundreds of years as singers grouped around one large book to sing. The notes
and signs of chant can be hard to read in modern printed books but after learning them in large
form, it becomes much easier to sing them from modern editions. Also available is a Teacher’s

Edition in full color. Makes it easy for them to make sure everyone’s coloring the right colors!
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Customer Reviews

Now here is an excellent book in a specialty area. Finding an application for Gregorian Chant can

be challenging, however.
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